
Supporting 

Struggling 

Readers



Simple View of Reading



Word Reading

Segmenting Blending

Breaking a word into 

individual sounds. 

E.g. bright   b   r   igh   t

Combining individual 

sounds to make a word. 

E.g. b   r   igh   t   bright



For example: 

1. spoon = s – p – oo – n

2. bright = b – r – igh – t

3. strong = s – t – r – o – ng

4. hairbrush = h – air – b – r – u – sh 

5. appearance = a – pp – ear – a – n – ce

Word Reading - Segmenting



Have a go at these:

1. ceiling = 

2. airport = 

3. emphasise = 

4. withdraw = 

5. judgement = 

Word Reading - Segmenting



Let’s check:

1. ceiling = c – ei – l – i - ng

2. airport = air – p – or - t

3. emphasise = e – m – ph – a – s – i – s - e 

4. withdraw = w – i – th – d – r - aw

5. judgement = j – u – dge – m – e – n - t

Word Reading - Segmenting



For example: 

1. s – p – oo – n = spoon

2. b – r – igh – t = bright

3. s – t – r – o – ng = strong

4. h – air – b – r – u – sh = hairbrush

5. a – pp – ear – a – n – ce = appearance

Word Reading - Blending



Word Reading



Word Reading - Feedback

“Have another go at reading this word and 

remember to segment the word in your head”. 

“Re-read this sentence now you can read 

all of the words”. 

“Remember to change the tone of your 

voice when asking a question”



Prior Knowledge

Unfamiliar Vocabulary

Root Word 

Re-read Sentence Link Words Dictionary



Unfamiliar Vocabulary



The predicted path of a moving object. 

Unfamiliar Vocabulary



Unfamiliar Vocabulary



Prior Knowledge Root Word 

Re-read Sentence Link Words Dictionary

Unfamiliar Vocabulary



3. Give specific feedback about fluency. 4. Use strategies for unfamiliar vocabulary.

1. Practise segmenting and blending. 2. Support all aspects of fluency.

Supporting Word Reading at Home



Do you have any 

questions about 

supporting fluency 

and vocabulary?



Comprehension is 

built by… 

drawing on prior knowledge

drawing inferences

self-monitoring

summarising and retelling

forming mental images



Comprehension is 

built by… 

drawing on prior knowledge

drawing inferences

self-monitoring

forming mental images

summarising and retelling

What do you already know about this topic?

Have you ever experienced … ? 

Which parts did you understand well? 

Which parts did you not understand?

What are you picturing in your mind?

How has your picture in your mind changed?

Why did (character) 

behave in that way? 

What clues can you 

see in the text?

What were the main events in the story? 

How were the events connected? 



Summarising



Summarising



Drawing inferences

I think the girl was feeling uncomfortable 

because her shoes were too small for her. 



I think the boy was feeling … because …

Drawing inferences



Do you have any 

questions about 

supporting 

comprehension?



 Two main parts of reading – word reading and comprehension. 

 Model segmenting and blending. 

 Support all aspects of fluency (accuracy, automaticity, prosody). 

 Model strategies for unfamiliar vocabulary.

 Build reading comprehension.

 For example: drawing on prior knowledge, drawing inferences, self-monitoring, forming 

mental images, summarisng and retelling

Summary of Training



Any other 

questions?


